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The monograph is in 4 chiien, which deal respectively with:
1) Imperial carriages, sedan chairs, parasols and horse wap-

pangs , ,

2} Garments of the emperor, empresses and princes of the blood
3) Garments of serving officials _

4) Seals, tallies, palace buildings, domestic buildings and uten-
sils

An idea of the degree of detail into which the laws went can be
gained from the section on “Utensils™ (ch'¥-pung) 85/ , here trans-
lated in full:

Profubitions on the wie of wheasils: In the 26th year of Hung-wu (1393) n
was decreed that Dukes, Marquises and officials of the st and 2nd
Ranks might have wine pots and wine cups of gold, and for other
items use silver. Officials of the 3rd w 5th ranks might have pots of
silver and wine cups of gold, while those of the Gth w %th Ranks
might have pois and cups of silver, for the rest making use of
porcclain or uer. Items of woodwork should not make use of
cinnabar, gilt or painted gold decoration, or of carvings of dragons or
phoenixes. The common people should have ?I:'I-'-'ll.'-r Wine pots, wine
cups of silver, and for the rest uacormﬂ_: ain or lacgquer ware.
Couches, screens and window lattices of vanously carved and deco-
rated lacquer belonging o officials should not be carved with dragon
designs or be of vermilion lacquer decorated with . Military
officials and officers should have bows and arrows of k lacquer,
while bow cases and quivers must not use vermilion lacquer or
painted gold decoration. In the 4th year of Chien-wen (1402} a
reprimand was issued o officials and the populace, forbidding the
unlawful use of gold chack 8 goblets for wine and the use of gold-
decorated vermilion lacquer on woodwork. Im the 16th year of
Cheng-te (1521) it was decreed that officials of the 15t and Z2nd Rank
might not use vessels of jade, but only of . Merchants and
practitioners of crafi skills might not use vesscls of silver and were in
all respects w be as the common people-

Although this is a relatively short entry (it is briel in comparison
with the material on dress), there are a number of typical features.
Categories of people are assumed to be immutable, and objects of
consumption are assigned to these categories. More attention is
given 1o discriminations within the ruling class than o that be-
tween the rulers and the ruled. This is for example true for the
material on dress, where the entry on the clothing of the common

{dated 1381) is mainly concerned with restricting the types
of fabrics which may be worn, Here a significant difference in the

* Ming-shih, ch. 68, chik 44, Fii-fu 4, Vol. 6, p. 1672
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fabrics allowed is made between the farmers (nung) and merchants
(shang), to the detriment of the latter, in keeping with classical
political theory. No subsequent additions or alterations to these
laws were made, except the prohibition of certain furs in Cheng-te 1
(1506) and of “purple flowered armour™ in Cheng-te 16 {1321)."

One of the most striking features about the Ming sumptuary
laws is that they are typically a product of the regulatory zeal of the
founding emperor in the late fourteenth century, and undergo
relatively little modification in later reigns. One of the few signi-
ficant alterations 1o the laws was made early in the Chia-ching
reign, a period of intense concern about correct ritual forms which
coalesced round the “Great Ritwal Controversy™, Ta fi-i F i3 |
over the proper worship to be offered to the emperor's non-impenal
parents.'! The emperor’s chief ritualist, Chang Ts"ung &5 (1476~
1539) memorialized in 1528;

“There have never been clear regulations on the dress of ranked
officials I'n-iE out af afice, and -:I.'m:iﬂlu of the cutlandish and strange
compete in their odd dressing, thereby upsetting the dynasuc canons,
| beg that it be patterned on the ancient knian-imae and embodied in a
separate statute to be promulgated 1o the empire, that noble and base
may have their proper rankings.” The Emperor then ordered again
the creation d‘lﬂe “Picture of the Loyal and Pure Hat and Dress™
Chung aafﬁ*m-ﬁ Pe PRI b, and ity promulgacon by the
Board of Rites, 1ogether with an edict stating, “The Ancestors ex-
amined Antiquity and established regulations, so that the court and
sacrificial dress of serving officials might all have the appropriate
ades, However the feclings of ordinary le grow respectul o

t which is clear, insolent o that which s hidden or obscure. The
ancient Sage kings were alert 1o this, and ordained the nion-fuan 2006
as the dress for those hiving in retirement. Recently clothing sivles
have been strange and outlandish, with no distinctions of superior
and inferior, so that the pmx:'a inclinations have no fixed points.
We therefore have consulted the ancient regulations on the kolan-fum,
and changed its name 1o the “Loyal and True”, alluding to “Think-
ing of utmost loyalty when entering, thinking of amending one’s
faulis when retinng”. We have nﬁ: pictures with explanations,
showing the styles and patterns. It is allowed 10 be wumli:jr officials
in the capital above the 7th Rank, and members of the Han-lin
Academy, the Directorate of Education, and the Messenger Office
above the Bth Rank; in the provinees it s allowed 1w Regional
Supervisors, the Senior Officials of each Prefecture, the chief official
of a Subprefecture or County, and the Educational Official of Confu-

¥ Ming-shik, 6, pp. 1649-50.
" Camey T, Fi:ls:r, The Chosen Ome: Succession and Adopiien in the Court of Ming
Shironp (Svdney, 1990}, p. 58



+4 CRAIG CLUNAS

cian Schools. Only military officials of the rank of Clommissioner-in-
chiel or above may wear it. Others are not allowed Lo go bevond the
regulations in dress,” The Board of Rites promulgated the pictorial
explanation to the empire and the edicl was executed.

After this date, there is very lirtle alteration to the sumptuary laws.
If we accept that one of the barriers the state was most anxious to
police was that between official and non-official, it is perhaps
significant that the very latest sumptuary regulaton in the Ming
Statutes of 1587 is an edict dated 1574, forbidding the chung-ching
fuan 25t . the “Loyal and True hat” to those who were not
officials.)* There was certainly no attempt made to update the
sumptuary laws to take account of new types of product which had
come into being since the early part of the dynasty, or of changes in
the terminology applied to types of silk textiles. The evidence of an
inventory made in 1362 of the property of the disgraced Grand
Secretary Yen Sung i % cnables us to rank textiles in terms of their
value in the Chia-ching reign.'* Yet the sumptuary laws persist in
“forbidding” o the common people textiles which are of lower
value, while allowing others which are ranked more highly by the
inventory’s compilers. And there is no mention at all in the laws of
kai-chi (18 . a particularly sumptuous fabric which was invented in
Fujian province in the early 16th century.
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