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The Prince of Nanling [Zhu] Muyang, Prince Dao’s ninth son,? was a highly perceptive and
insightful individual. In 1562 the Censor Lin Run® memorialized: “With regard to the tax
revenues collected from across the realm, that which is annually dispatched to the capital totals
4,000,000 shi of rice. And yet, the stipends for each princely estate annually come to 8,530,000
shi. Now, Shanxi and Henan retain rice stocks in the sum of 2,363,000 ski. But the rice stipends
for the imperial clansmen there total 5,040,000 sAi. Even if there were no tax remissions for
natural calamities, annual tax shipments would not be enough to supply even half of these rice
stipends. Year after year [the princely population] proliferates; the state of destitution grows
increasingly severe. How will we be able to shoulder these expenses?”* The matter was referred
to the various princes for discussion. The [lunar] year following Muyang submitted a memorial
with seven recommendations: he requested the establishment of clan schools in order to exalt
virtuous teachings [among the clansmen]; the forming of an examination selection system in
order to encourage talented clansmen;’ the undertaking of rigorous investigations in order to
extirpate excesses; the removal of superfluous officials in order to remove those unworthily
receiving salaries; the warning against chasing fame in order to extinguish greed; the
institutionalization of tomb-sweeping in order to expand filial thinking; and the establishment of
mourning regulations in order to economize on stipend expenses. It was ordered that these
recommendations be sent down to officialdom for consideration. Thereafter princes gradually
began to state their opinions on the benefits and drawbacks; Secretary Li Chunfang® collected
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do not include the Zhonghua shuju editors’s annotations. In this translation I have made use of the following text for
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This Mingshi biography for Zhu Muyang is essentially identical to — and must be derived from — this late Ming
predecessor: Zhu Mouwei Kif3%, Fanxian ji #EA5C (1600, National Central Library, Taiwan), 1.9a-10a.

2 His father was Zhu Anheng 4% (d. 1499). Zhu Muyang (1499-1567) was himself a sixth-generation
descendant of the Hongwu 73t Emperor (r. 1368-1398).

3 For a detailed biography, see: Jiao Hong £35, ed., Guochao xianzheng Iu [BIFABRIE$% (1616), 62.102a-105a.
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them all and submitted them to the throne. On the promulgation of the Zongfan tiaoli,” many of
Muyang’s recommendations were adopted therein.?
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7 Liang Manrong Z2 2 %% offers an exhaustive overview of the Zongfan tiaoli’s contents: it was a comprehensive
collection of reforms for the imperial clan, the overarching purpose of which was to resolve the court’s dire financial
straits: “Mingdai fanwang yanjiu B33 4 T (PhD diss., Dongbei shifan daxue HALAT#E KEE, 2016), 303-313.
8 Imperial clan schools (zongxue 5%%+) would not undergo meaningful institutionalization until 1569. For further
details, see: Zhang Mingfu 5k B &, “Mingdai zongxue shezhi shijian kaobian B =52 5% B IR 4] 25 #%,” Xinan
daxue xuebao T KEEEHR (shehui kexue ban #1 & BHEERR) 34, no. 6 (2008): 70-74.



